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Dec 6
Dec 20

PTA Meeting, 7 PM – Media Center
Winter Instrumental Music Concert,
7 PM – All-Purpose Room
Dec 26 – Jan 2 Winter Break

Book and Game Drive

Tuesday, December 6th
7:00 PM in the Media Center
The December 6th PTA meeting will include updates
from the school.
There will be a social time with a hot chocolate bar.
Babysitting will be available.

Challenge has begun!
Help OES finish the Challenge in a big way! Have
your children bring in plastic grocery bags or the
plastic films listed below to help us win a Trex bench
and help the environment!
Plastic grocery bags
Bread bags
Produce bags
Case over-wrap
Cereal box liners
Dry cleaning bags
Newspaper sleeves
Food storage bags
Bubble wrap
Air pillows
Please make sure plastic is dry and has no food
residue. Recycle bins are located around the school.
Challenge ends April 15th.

Many of our teachers requested books for
classrooms and games for indoor recess. So, the
PTA will be collecting new and gently used books
and games the week of December 5th – 9th. While
you're out doing your holiday shopping, please
consider picking up an extra book or game for our
school. This is also a great opportunity for you to go
through your bookshelves and sort through that pile
of games sitting in the toy room.
The books will be distributed to staff to expand
their classrooms libraries. Books for beginning
readers, chapter books and popular series as well as
the classics for our older students would all be
welcome additions. And don't forget how valuable
non-fiction works can be, too!
The games will be made available to students
for use during indoor recess so they will be
especially useful as winter approaches. Checkers,
Connect 4, Jenga, UNO and other similar games are
popular with students.
You can send your books and games in to school
with your child beginning Monday, December 5th. If
donating used items, please only send games with
all pieces and books in good condition. There will
be collection boxes inside the main entrance and
near the All-Purpose Room.
If you have any questions or wish to make
arrangements to drop off items outside of school,
please contact one of our Staff Appreciation CoChairs:
Mariah Payne: whynotlaf@hotmail.com
Cindy Chaney: cindycchaney@gmail.com
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Attention 5th Grade Chorus Families

The 5th grade chorus is singing on the Ellipse in DC
on Tuesday, December 13th. Martin’s Sedan Service
is providing bus transportation that evening. There
are 150 seats available at a cost of $14 per seat.
Seats can be reserved for 5th graders, parents and
siblings.

NEC-SHERWOOD
TOWN HALL MEETING
DECEMBER 14th
7 PM - 9 PM
BLAKE HS Amphitheater

Please email Jennifer Asbacher
(JAsbacher@verizon.net) to reserve your spots.

Who - All parents, students, and teachers of the
Blake, Paint Branch, Springbrook & Sherwood
clusters.

The bus will start loading at 4:20 PM at the Park and
Ride by the ICC. The bus will leave promptly at
4:30!

The NEC-Sherwood Clusters - It Takes a Village
Initiative presents: The Triple AAA Agenda Awareness to Advocate for Action.

This is not a PTA sponsored event.

Explore the Past, Present and Future of the NECSHERWOOD & what it means for your students and
our community.
Our community must come together to ensure the
needs of our schools and our East County
Community are addressed. This Town Hall will
empower you to share your experience and lend
your voice to the conversation in an effort to raise
awareness of real issues, so we can advocate for
action that provokes positive change for all.
Please plan to join us and bring a friend or neighbor!

“Thank You” to the students for submitting artwork
in honor of our Veterans and their service to our
country. The artwork is displayed on the bulletin
board outside the school office.
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November was
Native American Indian Heritage Month
Did you know?
National Native American Indian Heritage Month originated in 1986 when President Ronald Regan designated a
weeklong celebration during the week of Thanksgiving to celebrate the contributions of the American Indians. In
1990, Congress and President George H.W. Bush designated the entire month of November as National American
Indian Heritage Month. All other presidents since then have designated November as National American Indian
Heritage Month.
Which state names originated from Native Americans?
A. Alabama, B. Missouri, C. Michigan, D. Kentucky or E. All of the above
Answer: E: Alabama and Missouria are the names of Indian tribes native to the states; Mshigem or Misigami are the
native names for Lake Michigan; and Kentake is an Iroquois place name meaning “meadow land”: http://www.nativelanguage.org/state-names.htm
The following common words are adopted from Native American languages:
Yankee, Skunk, Squash and OK
Note: While there is no definite origin of the work “OK,” an underdog origin theory is that OK is from the alleged
Choctaw work okii meaning “it is.” http://time.com/3606251/thanksgiving=indian-english/
Famous people of Native American heritage include:
Jim Thorpe- Olympic Gold medalist, football and baseball player, Jaime Luis Gomez (Taboo)- from The Black Eyed
Peas, Notah Begay- PGA Pro Golfer, Naomi Lang- Pairs Figure Skater and John Herrington- Astronaut
Did you know?
There are no federally recognized Indian tribes in Maryland today. Most Native Americans left Maryland during the
1700s. Some of the tribes that used to live in Maryland include the Powhatan, Nanticoke, Lenape, Susquehannock,
Shawnee, Ohio Valley, Tutelo and Saponi tribes. http://www.native-languages.org/maryland.htm
How do you say “hello” in several Maryland Native American tribal languages?
Lenape: Hè! (pronounced “Hay”), Nanticoke: Eweenitu! (pronounced “e-wee-ni-too”), Powhatan: Wingapo!
(pronounced “win-gah-po”), Shawnee: Bezon! (pronounced “ba-zone”) http://www.native-languages.org/Marylandgreetings.htm
Which U.S. State has the largest Native American population?
Answer: California (362,801). http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/us-states-with-the-largest-native-americanpopulations.html
(published February 25, 2016)
What’s the difference between “American Indian,” “Native American,” “First Nations,” and “indigenous people”?
Answer: “America Indian,” “Native Americans,” and “First Nations people” all refer to the same people. “Indigenous
people” is a broader term that refers to any culture that first lived somewhere. Some Native Americans have a
preference for one term; however, most identify primarily with their tribe (such as the Navajos).

